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Dear Friends,
You never want to get the call we did on September 17, 2004. And you never think you will. We 
were in that boat — we thought we had equipped Gordie with the tools to survive his first 3 weeks 
of college. We were wrong.

The Gordie Center was born out of our need to warn students and families about hazing – so many 
people are just like we were, never believing in a million years that something like this could hap-
pen to their child or their family. But it can and it does — since 2004 when we lost Gordie, there 
have been 76 deaths from hazing alone. Fifty of those hazing deaths “report” alcohol involved, sim-
ilar to Gordie’s. There have been 3 young lives lost since January of this year, and these preventable 
deaths remind us of why the work we began 17 years ago is still so important today.

We can’t know the exact number of lives saved by sharing Gordie’s story, but we continue to hear 
from parents and students that our educational efforts on hazing and alcohol overdose have saved 
countless lives. We are so proud of the work of the Gordie Center because we know it reduces 
the number of families who enter the unwanted club of losing a child to senseless hazing. Thank 
you for joining us in our efforts, for remembering our son, and for buoying our family with your 
support over the last 17 years. We miss Gordie every day, and in his memory, we will continue to 
work to save lives, along with all the other parents who have lost children in this tragic, but very 
preventable way.

Warm wishes for a happy and healthy fall.

Sincerely,

Leslie and Michael Lanahan  
Gordie Bailey’s mother and stepfather

Learn
 

What is the Gordie Center? 
The Gordie Center is a national non-profit at the University of Virginia. Our mission is to end 
hazing and substance misuse among college and high school students. Our goal is to provide 
quality education to prevent hazing and alcohol overdose to students, families, and communities.

Connect

How does the Gordie Center’s work relate to you? 
Hazing can happen to anyone. 47% of college students report having been hazed in high school. 
Hazing happens in all kinds of groups: fraternities, sororities, athletic teams, marching bands, 
and even religious and leadership organizations. Alcohol overdose is the most common cause of 
death in hazing fatalities.

Act

How can you help? 
Read the stories included in this publication to learn more about the work of the Gordie Center 
and the tragic impact of hazing. Visit gordie.org, share our posts on social media, and talk with 
the students in your life about hazing and the PUBS signs of alcohol overdose. Turn your concern 
into action — provide lifesaving education by donating to the Gordie Center today!

We are so grateful for you — you make our work possible! We hope you and your family are 
healthy and safe — please reach out to us and let us know how we can support you.

Sincerely,

Gordie Center staff
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Adam Oakes grew up in Northern Virginia 
as “the baby of the family” — he was 

the only child of Linda and Eric Oakes and 
the youngest of three grandchildren by 20 
years. “The family saw him as a blessing who 
became everyone’s baby. He was spoiled rotten 
with love and affection,” Courtney White, 
Adam’s first cousin, says. Growing up, Adam 
spent a lot of time with his grandparents and 
loved to travel with his parents — whether 
riding roller coasters for hours at amusement 
parks or spending time at Sunset Beach in 
North Carolina. Beach vacations were Adam’s 
favorite. They represented being surrounded 
by loved ones and having fun in the ocean 
or pool. Instead of joining his friends during 
Beach Week after graduating from high school 
in June 2020, Adam chose to stay at the beach 
with his family — he wanted to see his friends, 
but he didn’t want to risk exposing his family to 
COVID-19. His dad drove him all the way to 
his friends’ beach house in Myrtle Beach, SC, 
but Adam decided not to get out of the car, 
opting instead to go back to his family’s beach 
house in NC and hang out with his cousins 
and grandparents. He was absolutely adored by 
his cousin’s children, with whom he played on 
the beach, swam at the pool and in the ocean, 
and played basketball and video games. The 
whole family was very close-knit. “When Adam 
entered the room, we immediately smiled and 

were happy to see him…and he was even more 
happy to see us,” Courtney says of Adam’s 
interactions with her family.

Adam was always known for his caring and 
kindness. Eric recalls, “When Adam was 9 years 
old in 4th grade, he was playing rec league foot-
ball when a kid he tackled on the other team 
didn’t get up right away. As is customary, both 
teams took a knee on the field, but Adam stayed 
standing. From the sidelines and the stands, it 
looked like Adam was standing over the injured 
kid and maybe trash talking him. Adam’s coach 
got very upset with him and pulled him off the 
field. I came over to Adam on the sidelines and 
he was heartbroken — ‘Dad, I hurt my friend! 
He’s in my math class, so I was just standing 
there telling him I was sorry, and I hoped he was 
going to be okay. I didn’t mean to hurt him!’ 
The injured player was bruised but able to con-
tinue playing, and after the game, Adam made 
a point of going over to apologize to him again. 
That’s who Adam was…sweet. The type of per-
son who would go up and introduce himself to 
the new kid in class.” As he grew up, Adam kept 
that same demeanor and sweet personality.

Left: Adam Oakes

Adam’s Legacy
Looking out for others

“That’s who Adam was…sweet. The type 
of person who would go up and introduce 
himself to the new kid in class.”
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Adam called his tight group of friends “the 
boys,” and he loved playing Xbox with them. He 
loved playing games but playing with his friends 
and talking online meant the most to him, 
especially during the pandemic when hanging 
out in person wasn’t possible. His friends were 
everything to Adam — he was a great listener 
and always happy to give his honest opinion 
or advice about any situation. “He was a fun 
person to be around — upbeat and positive, 
charismatic, with an infectious smile,” Eric says.

Sports were a huge part of Adam’s life. He 
played football, basketball, and baseball in 
various recreational leagues growing up, and 
volunteered as a coach when his playing days 
ended. He loved to talk or debate about sports, 
and he was the commissioner of many Fantasy 
Football leagues with family and friends. These 
experiences and overall love of sports influ-
enced his decision to major in sports marketing 
at Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU) 
in Richmond, VA.

Like many college freshmen in the fall of 
2020, Adam’s freshman year wasn’t going 
as planned. The COVID-19 pandemic had 
pushed all of his VCU classes into an online 
format, but Adam felt like he would miss out on 
the full campus experience by living at home in 
Potomac Falls, VA (2.5 hours north of VCU). 
Linda and Eric were supportive of Adam’s 
desire to live at VCU, even though that meant 
he would be quarantined in his residence hall 
room, as the university was prohibiting indoor 
gatherings of students. Adam spent the fall and 
the early spring semester traveling back and 
forth between VCU and home — sometimes 
he would go home for a long weekend and stay 
a few extra days because he was lonely with-
out a social outlet. Adam had a strong group 
of friends from high school, but he’d always 

been a homebody, and very close to his parents. 
Because of the campus pandemic restrictions, 
“Adam was having a hard time meeting people 
because he was sequestered in his room doing 
online classes and studying,” says Eric. “He was 
searching for a group of guy friends like he had 
back home, so he decided to join a fraternity.”

Tragically, the decision to join the Delta Chi 
fraternity at VCU cost 19-year-old Adam his 
life. On February 26, 2021, Adam attended the 
Delta Chi Big/Little brother reveal night. The 
event was his first as a pledge, and along with a 
few of his friends from high school, he hoped 
the process would lead to Delta Chi member-
ship. Early the next morning, Adam was found 
unresponsive in the Delta Chi house where the 
event was held. When first responders arrived, 
Adam was pronounced dead at the scene. The 
medical examiner’s report stated that Adam’s 
cause of death was alcohol overdose. Courtney 
released a statement about the medical examin-
er’s findings that read, in part, “We now have 
the scientific evidence needed to confirm his 
death was caused by hazing, specifically the 
excessive amounts of alcohol the fraternity sup-
plied and pressured him to drink that night at 
the Delta Chi Big/Little event.”

In the weeks leading up to his death, Adam 
was at home with his parents. They knew he 

was participating in fraternity recruitment, 
and not knowing anything about the fraterni-
ties at VCU, Eric and Linda supported their 
son’s decision to join. Thinking their only child 
was safe by joining a chapter that was officially 
recognized by the campus, they were happy he 
was trying to make friends, getting out of his 
residence hall, and breaking out of his shell. 
During Adam’s zoom interview with Delta 
Chi, Eric overheard someone ask Adam what 
he would bring to Delta Chi should they offer 
him membership. Adam responded that he had 
given a lot of thought to what he could bring to 
the group, and that he was great with websites 
and social media. He felt like he could help 
them with their online presence. The Delta Chi 
members responded enthusiastically to Adam’s 
answer because their current website guy was 
graduating that spring, so Adam could fill that 
need for them. “Adam was really excited to 
feel like he found a place where he fit and had 
something to offer,” Eric remembers.

After the interview process in mid-Febru-
ary, Delta Chi offered Adam a bid to join their 
pledge class. Adam had been at home virtually 
attending classes, and returned to VCU that 
week specifically so that he could attend the 
big/little reveal night event. The day before he 
went back to Richmond, Adam and his mom 
went shopping for a suit to wear at upcoming 
pledge events. Prior to leaving his residence hall 
to attend the event that Friday evening, Adam 
was nervous about what the Delta Chi mem-
bers were planning that night. He was anxious 
and worried. Courtney says, “We didn’t know 
what fraternity he was pledging, so we had no 
information about them. We only knew that 
Adam was going to learn who his big brother 

was that night. The big brother was to be his 
mentor — the person to look out for him, take 
care of him, show him the ropes, and teach 
him about fraternity life. That night ended up 
being Adam’s first and last night as a Delta Chi 
pledge. No one looked out for him.”

After Adam’s death, his family learned even 
more about his character. At Adam’s memorial 
service, a friend shared a story about a girl sit-
ting on the floor in the hallway of their high 
school. She was crying, and students bustled 
around her to get to class. When Adam saw 
her, he stopped and sat down next to her — he 
didn’t know her, but Adam told his friends to 
go ahead to class without him so that he could 
sit with her until she felt better. That’s just who 
he was. Courtney says, “He never left without 
hugging you goodbye and saying, ‘I love you.’ 
His last text to me was just that, ‘I love you.’ 
That’s the type of kid he was — he wanted you 
to know how he felt about you, no questions 
asked.”

His death devastated the entire family, espe-
cially his mom and dad. Eric shares, “When 
Adam died, so did a huge piece of us. He was 
our only child and a true gift from God as we 
thought we couldn’t have children. He was our 
sunshine. His death has ruined our lives and 
left a huge hole in our hearts that will never be 

Adam with friends at VCU.

Young Adam sitting at his family’s kitchen table.

“He was searching for a group of guy friends 
like he had back home, so he decided to join a 
fraternity.”

“We now have the scientific evidence needed 
to confirm his death was caused by hazing, 
specifically the excessive amounts of alcohol the 
fraternity supplied and pressured him to drink 
that night at the Delta Chi Big/Little event.”
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repaired. We miss him so much! How do you 
go on without the light of your life?” Adam’s 
family quickly formed the Love Like Adam 
Foundation to keep his memory alive while 
also doing good for others. Their foundation 
will award 3 annual scholarships to students 
from Adam’s high school who mirror Adam’s 
characteristics and traits — students who may 
not have a 4.0 GPA, but are kind and good to 
other people. They also want to share Adam’s 
story to equip graduating seniors and their 
families with a better understanding of the 

pressure’s students face during the transition 
from high school to higher education. The 
family is lobbying to change Virginia’s hazing 
law from a misdemeanor to a felony to deter 
hazing as well as hold those who haze more 
accountable for their actions.

Adam’s family connected with the Gordie 
Center shortly after Adam’s death, after the 
Gordie Center reached out with condolences. 
“It was so beneficial to read about Gordie, his 
story, and his family’s journey throughout this 
process,” Courtney says. “Our hope is that the 

Gordie Center will continue to get the word out 
about hazing, its prevention, and its impact on 
everyone involved. Adam was an amazing per-
son, a kind and caring soul who always tried 
to include everyone in everything he did. He 
is more than what happened to him. We hope 
that sharing Adam’s story will help the Gordie 
Center educate others on the dangers of hazing.”

“Adam’s death, as well as the deaths of other 
hazing victims, was preventable. All were special 

kids with amazing lives to be led, only to be 
cut short by the choices other people made to 
haze, not get help, and to continue a tradition 
of destruction. If you think this won’t happen 
to you, please think again. Nobody should 
fear for their life to gain entry or acceptance 
into a fraternity, sorority, or any other type of 
club. We do not want any other families to go 
through the pain, heartache, and misery that 
we go through every day since Adam’s death. 
Adam had such a wonderful future ahead of 
him that was senselessly cut short. Please edu-
cate your kids on what constitutes hazing, what 
to do if they see it happening, and above all, 
teach them what to do when they think some-
one needs help,” Eric pleads.

Linda’s birthday came on June 27, exactly 4 
months after Adam’s death. Eric heard an alarm 
going off in their house that day and traced 
the sound to Adam’s MacBook. Adam had set 
a calendar reminder for Linda’s birthday, so 
when Eric looked at the laptop screen, he saw 
the calendar alert and the note Adam had writ-
ten with the alarm: “Happy birthday Momma 
you’re my favorite.” The moment was a sweet 
and heartbreaking reminder of their precious 
boy and what they have lost. Eric says, “Adam 
didn’t want to die that night. He only wanted to 
join the fraternity to make new friends. Adam 
believed in being kind to everyone and bring-
ing out the best in people. I know he made 
my wife and I better just by knowing him. It’s 
time for hazing to be eliminated for the safety 
and health of all. We want Adam’s legacy to be 
about change.” 

“Nobody should fear for their life to gain entry 
or acceptance into a fraternity, sorority,  
or any other type of club.”

Adam with his parents, Linda and Eric.

Adam with his cousin, Courtney.

Adam with his dad, Eric.

“When Adam died, so did a huge piece of us. He was our sunshine.”
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semester, VCU virtually brought the Gordie 
Center in to provide more in-depth hazing pre-
vention education in the form of our Positive 
Organization Expectations presentation for 
their Greek organizations. VCU’s Fraternity 
& Sorority Life office also purchased various 
PUBS signs of alcohol overdose products from 
the Gordie Center store to reinforce the mes-
sages from our presentations with students 
— GORDIEcheck BAC cards as well as PUBS 
magnets, mirror clings, and posters. More vir-
tual presentations followed in the summer and 
early fall. 

We will also educate all potential new mem-
bers of VCU’s Greek community when VCU 
restarts their recruitment process, which was 
paused in the aftermath of Adam’s death. 
Considering the COVID-related social restric-
tions of the past year and a half, both first-year 
and returning students around the country may 
feel even greater pressure to endure hazing in 
order to find a place of belonging on campus. 
We are proud of our partnership with VCU, 
providing lifesaving education, and welcome 
the opportunity to work with other institutions 
as well. 

The Gordie Center reaches out to families 
and schools whenever we learn of the 

tragedy of a hazing or alcohol overdose death to 
serve as a resource, offer support, and provide 
education, and Adam Oakes’ death at Virginia 
Commonwealth University was no exception. 
Our staff was heartbroken for Adam’s family 
and the VCU community, and immediately 
sent a card to Adam’s family. We attended the 
virtual vigil organized by students at VCU, 
and expressed our condolences in the event 
chat, which caught the eye of VCU’s Associate 
Director for Civic Engagement and Fraternity 
& Sorority Life, Dr. LaDarius Thompson.

Less than 2 weeks after Adam’s passing, Dr. 
Thompson reached out to the Gordie Center to 
discuss ways to support and educate students in 
the VCU Greek community who were reeling 
from Adam’s death in order to prevent another 
tragedy. We agreed to focus on bystanders and 
provide education on what hazing is, how 
alcohol impacts decision-making, and the 
importance of closely monitoring impaired 
peers for PUBS signs. Within a month of 
Adam’s death, Gordie Center staff created the 
virtual Alcohol & Hazing Prevention Basics 
training and delivered it to 1,000 VCU frater-
nity and sorority members and their chapter 
advisors through 12 Zoom sessions. 

“Working with the Gordie Center has been 
one of the best decisions our office has made. 
The Center reached out to offer support during 
our community’s darkest time and has been a 
great partner ever since,” Dr. Thompson says. 
“Their dedication and expertise show in their 
carefully-crafted educational sessions. The feed-
back from their sessions has been remarkable 
within our community and we look forward 
to a continued partnership with the Gordie 
Center.” Prior to the end of the spring 2021 

Education at VCU
Providing support after tragedy

Holly Deering explaining standard drink sizes to VCU students.

VCU campus, © Jeff Auth at English Wikipedia.

Dr. LaDarius Thompson

“Working with the Gordie Center has been 
one of the best decisions our office has made. 
The Center reached out to offer support 
during our community’s darkest time and has 
been a great partner ever since.”

•	 Standard drink measurements, PUBS signs 
of alcohol overdose, and how to respond in 
an alcohol-related emergency.

•	 The use of alcohol in hazing activities 
increases risk of physical and emotional harm.

•	 Intoxication increases the power differential 
between hazers and those being hazed, 
increasing the odds that victims will 
comply with increasingly unreasonable or 
dangerous requests.

We teach students...
•	 Even small amounts of alcohol impair 

judgment. This increases the likelihood that 
students will engage in risky behaviors they 
would never do when sober.

•	 An intoxicated person cannot make 
informed decisions about potential risk.

•	 Alcohol use can increase existing anxiety 
about the unknown aspects of hazing.

•	 Current group members may drink to mask 
their feelings of guilt or shame for engaging 
in or allowing hazing activities.

•	 Left unchecked, hazing behaviors will 
escalate.
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On August 31, 2013, 20-year-old University 
of Virginia (UVA) student Shelley 

Goldsmith collapsed at a club in Washington 
DC after a night of dancing at an electronic 
dance music (EDM) concert. Just before she 
lost consciousness, she urged her boyfriend to 
call 911. Shelley had traveled to DC with sisters 
of many different sororities and members of 
a UVA fraternity that chartered a bus for the 
2-hour drive from Charlottesville, VA. During 
the bus ride, MDMA (also known as Molly 
or ecstasy) was handed out, and Shelley took 
the drug. She then danced for several hours at 
the overcrowded club, with no easily-accessible 
water to prevent dehydration. Shelley became 
overheated, suffered from hyperthermia (heat 
stroke), and went into cardiac arrest, causing 
her collapse. Her parents, Dede and Rob, 
arrived at the hospital to find Shelley comatose, 
and she never regained consciousness. Shelley’s 
cause of death was cardiac arrest with MDMA 
intoxication — she had no other drugs or 
alcohol in her system when she died.

Shelley had wanted to attend UVA since she 
was in 4th grade, and she worked hard to achieve 
that goal — she received a prestigious Jefferson 
Scholarship, providing 4 years of tuition and 
an enrichment stipend based on her excep-
tional record inside and outside the classroom, 
for her efforts. Growing up, Shelley would say 
she either wanted to be Secretary of State or a 

wedding planner, which perfectly captured her 
personality — she was a serious student with a 
whimsical, playful side…and she believed every-
thing was better with cupcakes! “Shelley was 
(almost) always reasonable. For as long as I can 
remember, she believed that morality is as sim-
ple as black and white — if everyone did what 
was right, justice would follow. She was highly 
principled from the get-go,” Dede remembers. 
Shelley was happy and self-motivated, and also 
very frugal — she seldom shopped impulsively. 
During her sorority recruitment process, she 
rented dresses from a national company to wear 
at the various Alpha Phi events she was required 
to attend, and she started a trend — the com-
pany eventually hired her to wear their dresses 
on campus for publicity. Spending time with 
her friends and family was most important to 
her. Shelley was an earnest and faithful friend. 
“Shelley was competitive, but mostly with her-
self,” Dede says. “She had high expectations for 
what she would do with her life. Keeping her 
type A tendencies in check and finding a bal-
ance was always a challenge for her.” Shelley was 
like many other students who come to college 
to experience the full measure of college life. 
Unfortunately, she made certain decisions based 
on misinformation about a drug and she died, 
leaving behind her parents, older half-brother 
Nico, and her cherished nephews, as well as 
countless friends.

Left: Shelley Goldsmith

Shelley Goldsmith, 
Shooting Star

The need for safety-first harm reduction
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“There is so much that is wrong with her 
death,” Dede says. “Shelley never should have 
taken MDMA, but I also know it’s not atyp-
ical college behavior by some students. I just 
don’t understand the culture that normalizes 
this. I know that Shelley would have made dif-
ferent choices had she had accurate, fact-based 
information. She and her friends thought they 
knew what they were doing but it was premised 
on misinformation. She had no idea that she 
may have an underlying medical condition that 
made taking this drug potentially lethal for her.” 
Dede has become a “safety first” harm-reduc-
tion advocate since losing her daughter, pushing 
for legislation that would make the experience 
safer for students who choose to use recreational 
drugs. “I struggled to find a way to make sense 
of Shelley’s death. My work to amend the fed-
eral RAVE Act and pass statewide legislation to 
make sure colleges deal with the substance use 
problem has given me purpose and has helped 
transform my despair into something positive. 
The changes to the RAVE Act ensure event 
organizers can implement safety measures to 
reduce the risk of medical emergencies, includ-
ing those associated with drug use, without fear 
of prosecution by federal authorities. Helping 
to save others from making the same mistake 
as Shelley is a mission well worth the sacrifice 
of having to go through the trauma of retell-
ing her story. Making venues safer and passing 

a state law in Virginia that forces colleges and 
universities to work together on the substance 
use issue is powerful. The Amend the RAVE 
Act campaign and the petition it launched not 
only showed how concerned so many people 
were, it provided the clout needed to garner 
the attention of elected representatives and 
Department of Justice officials. Plus, each one 
of the 21,500+ (mostly young) people who 
signed the petition were educated about the 
dangers of using recreational drugs in unsafe 
ways. The extensive media coverage that the 
campaign generated also helped raise awareness 
across the entire EDM industry and beyond.” 
Dede extends her advocacy work by serving as a 
citizen member of the Virginia Commission on 
Youth (VCOY), and she represents the VCOY 
on the Virginia Higher Education Substance 
Use Advisory Executive Committee.

“Rob and I have outlawed the words ‘would 
of, should of, could of ’ when we talk about 
Shelley,” Dede says. “There are things we wish 
we had done differently, but so many more 

reasons to celebrate all that we did together as 
a family while she was alive. That is a blessing. 
She was not supposed to die. Her death could 
have been prevented. She could have chosen 
not to use MDMA…but she did, like so many 
other young people. We owe it to the signif-
icant segment of the student population that 
chooses to experiment with recreational drugs 
to make sure they do so without the risk of 
medical emergency or death using whatever 
method(s) works best. Just as we do for alcohol 
use among underage students.”

The Gordie Center provided support to 
Shelley’s friends and other UVA students in 
creating “A Night of Shooting Stars” to educate 
their peers about Shelley’s death and about rec-
reational drug use. You can find a video of the 
2016 event on the Gordie Center’s YouTube 
channel. Shelley’s too-brief life was described 
as a shooting star — and a sculpture of a star 
created in Shelley’s memory is displayed near 
the Gordie Center’s offices in UVA’s Student 
Health and Wellness building. Shelley’s mom 
hopes that Shelley’s story can be used to help 
young people protect themselves and their 
friends by encouraging them to get accurate, 
fact-based information about any recreational 
drug before using it — underlying health con-
ditions, drug interactions, and excessive doses 
all need to be considered. “The casual use of 
a party drug like MDMA can kill you,” Dede 
states. “Had Shelley known that taking Molly 
in an overheated, crowded night club with too 
little water while dancing ecstatically would 
lead to heatstroke and cardiac arrest, she might 
have thought twice about using it. Just Say 
Know.” Dede also wants students to respect 
their intuition and gut feelings. “There is raw 
irony in one of the last text messages Shelley 
sent to a friend a few days before the concert: 
‘This whole sitch (situation) is sketchy. Haha.’ 
If it can happen to Shelley, it can happen to 
you. I also think about everyone involved in 
Shelley’s last day a lot. I can only imagine how 
many people are living with painful angst over 
the loss of their friend and what they might 
have done to prevent it.”

Shelley’s legacy is in the influence she had 
and the inspiration she provided everyone who 
knew her. Dede and Rob also created a scholar-
ship through the Jefferson Scholars Foundation 
in Shelley’s memory, benefitting a UVA student 
from Shelley’s hometown region of Southwest 
Virginia. Shelley’s legacy is also reflected in the 
work her mother has done to help reform drug 
laws that are collaterally harming young people, 
and to make sure colleges better educate their 
students about risks of uninformed substance 
use to prevent further deaths. “My experience 
is not one I’d wish on anyone. Although I live 
each day with gratitude, the joy I once knew 
when Shelley was a part of my life is now gone. 
I miss the way I felt before I learned how sor-
rowful life can be as a survivor. Shelley was 
delightful and had a certain sparkle — she was 
a very special person. I mourn that our jour-
ney together was so short, but I’m grateful for 
the 20 years I was able to know her love as my 
child.” 

“She was not supposed to die. Her death could 
have been prevented. She could have chosen 
not to use MDMA…but she did, like so many 
other young people.”

Shelley with her parents, Rob and Dede.

Shelley with friends at a UVA football game.

Dede and Rob advocating to amend the RAVE Act with VA’s Governor Northam.
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bottles of 190 proof grain alcohol. Max was 
forced to take 18-20 “pulls” from the bottle 
in less than 90 minutes. Max was extremely 
intoxicated and left on a couch to “sleep it 
off.” Despite obvious signs of distress, no one 
called for help, even though those around him 
knew Max was in trouble. Sometime during 
the night, Max choked to death on his own 
vomit. His BAC was .495 at the time of his 
death — more than six times the legal limit.

Max’s family formed the Max Gruver 
Foundation after his death, which strives to 
create awareness, education, policy, and laws 
to prevent hazing. Rae Ann says, “Our family 
now lives with the hole in our hearts of miss-
ing our oldest son, a big brother, a grandson, 
a cousin, a nephew, a friend, a boyfriend. Our 
lives will never be the same.” 

HARRISON KOWIAK
01/05/1989 – 11/18/2008

Lenoir-Rhyne University, Theta Chi hazing

Harrison Kowiak was a 19-year-old sopho-
more at Lenoir-Rhyne University when he 
died on November 18, 2008 from a head 
injury caused by the hazing he endured from 
Theta Chi fraternity members. Harrison grew 
up in New Jersey, California, and Florida, 
and was the beloved oldest child of Lianne 
and Brian Kowiak, as well as the idolized big 
brother of Emma.

Harrison attended Lenoir-Rhyne on an 
academic and golf scholarship, and was 
encouraged to join Theta Chi by seniors on 
the golf team who were also Theta Chi mem-
bers. Harrison wasn’t concerned about the 
pledging process because his golf teammates 
told him that they would look out for him. 
One night, Harrison was taken to a field 20 
miles from campus and told to walk across 
the field in the darkness to retrieve the “sacred 
rock.” Members of Theta Chi (some of whom 
were football players for the University) 
formed a gauntlet in the dark and repeatedly 
tackled Harrison and another pledge by sur-
prise. Harrison suffered a head injury during 
a tackle, and instead of calling for help, the 
fraternity members eventually drove Harrison 
to a hospital near the campus. Harrison was 
airlifted to a trauma center, and died the next 
day from a severe brain hemorrhage.

Lianne says, “When I speak with students, I 
remind them to call 911 if it’s an emergency. 
Their swift action could save a life. Instead, the 
brothers panicked and precious minutes were 
wasted…minutes that potentially could have 
made a difference. Harrison would be 32 years 
old today...perhaps married with children, 
working in a golf-related business, traveling, 
and enjoying life. All of this was ripped away 
from him at the age of 19 to senseless hazing. 
There is no place for hazing -- no one should 
be subjected to emotional and/or physical 
harm to join an organization.”

Lianne serves on the board of 
HazingPrevention.Org (HPO), and created 
the Harrison Kowiak Scholarship in her son’s 
memory. The scholarship has allowed over 
30 participants to attend the annual HPO 
Hazing Prevention Institute. “We can’t bring 
Harrison back, yet we can move forward and 
try to prevent hazing deaths. I encourage 
parents and their children to have two-way 
conversations regularly. Tough love conversa-
tions may not be easy, but they can make an 
impact. It takes a village and we ALL must 
work together to prevent hazing.” 
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MAXWELL GRUVER
01/27/1999 – 09/14/2017

Louisiana State University,  
Phi Delta Theta hazing

Max Gruver was an 18-year-old freshman 
at Louisiana State University (LSU) when 
he died on September 14, 2017, after being 
hazed during the pledge process for Phi Delta 

Theta fraternity. Max grew up in Roswell, 
GA as the oldest child of Rae Ann and Steve 
Gruver, and he was idolized by brother Alex 
and sister Lily. Max graduated from Blessed 
Trinity Catholic High School, where he had 
a passion for sports, and even coached his lit-
tle sister’s basketball team. He was a generous, 
gentle giant with a contagious smile. Max 
was a published sports writer, and planned to 
major in political journalism at LSU.

Max’s family dropped him at LSU on 
August 15, 2017, and as Rae Ann remembers, 
“Max was so happy — this was going to be his 
time! He was ready to take on the next chapter 
of his life.” Less than a month later, Max was 
summoned to the Phi Delta Theta house for a 
pledge event. His phone was taken from him, 
he was doused in hot sauce and mustard, and 
he and the other pledges were forced to do 
wall sits while Phi Delta Theta members ran 
or stood on their legs. “Bible Study” followed, 
where all the pledges were required to recite 
the Greek alphabet. As punishment for wrong 
answers, the pledges were forced to drink from 

Save a Life. Make the Call.
The Gordie Center formed after Gordie Bailey’s death from hazing-related alcohol overdose with 
the hope that sharing his story would prevent another family from enduring a senseless loss. 
Over the last 17 years, Gordie’s story has saved countless lives with the simple message:  
Save a Life. Make the Call. 

Every young person’s hazing and alcohol overdose death leaves a lasting impact on the world, 
rippling endlessly across families and communities, just like Gordie’s. The Gordie Center partners 
with families who have experienced a similar loss, and we honor several of them here. The death 
of these young people left their families broken, their communities in grief, and their friends 
forever scarred. We share their stories with you to illustrate that our work is not done. Even 
one student hazing and alcohol overdose death is one too many. The Gordie Center’s outreach 
is critical to ending hazing, recognizing the signs of alcohol overdose, and preventing future 
tragedies. 

Gordie Center • 2021
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Regional High School, where he played foot-
ball and did spring track. He participated in the 
school’s Teen Prevention Education Program, 
educating 8th and 9th graders on peer pressure, 
bullying, and other issues facing students. At 
Penn State, Tim was majoring in engineering, 
and his goal was to help create prosthetics for 
children after graduation.

Tim was hazed on the first night of pledg-
ing, and forced to consume a large amount of 
alcohol in a short time. Heavily intoxicated, 
Tim fell down the stairs in the fraternity house. 
Fraternity members carried him back up and 
placed him on a couch. Tim attempted to get 
up multiple times throughout the night, and 
fell each time. No one called for help for more 
than 12 hours after Tim’s initial fall, too late to 
prevent Tim from succumbing to his injuries.

“Hazing is so insidious — you don’t even 
realize until you’re in it (and maybe not even 
then), and then you don’t feel like you can walk 

away because you’re under duress,” Evelyn says. 
“The fact that it happened to Tim…it could 
really happen to anyone. The hazing was by 
people who supposedly liked him — they liked 
Tim enough to invite him to join their organi-
zation, but they didn’t care enough about him 
to save his life. That really hurts, because he was 
such an incredible person, and it was so cruel 
to not call for help when he obviously needed 
it…and to put him in that position in the first 
place. If they had never done this and Tim was 
able to pledge and be part of that organization, 
they would have loved him — he would have 
been such an asset to them and to the world. 
Instead, so many people’s lives were affected by 
losing him. It hurts just as much 4.5 years later 
as it did in the beginning.”

Tim’s family runs a foundation in his memory 
that provides scholarships to student-athletes at 
his high school, as well as prosthetics for chil-
dren who could not otherwise afford them. 
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GORDIE BAILEY
02/22/1986 – 09/17/2004 
University of Colorado,  
Chi Psi hazing

Gordie’s Ongoing Legacy
Gordie’s mother and stepfather, Leslie and Michael 
Lanahan, built the foundation for the Gordie Center 
after his death in 2004, and we think of Gordie and his 
family every day as we educate students about hazing 
and alcohol overdose. In the last 9 months, at least 3 
college students have died from hazing. Our mission 
to end hazing and substance misuse among high 
school and college students remains critical. Every year, 
each new group of students needs to be empowered 
to take a strong stand against hazing, and know when 
to call 911. We don’t want cost or access to be the 
reason any student lacks lifesaving education. 
Together, let’s give students the tools to speak up when 
a situation doesn’t feel right, and to call for help when 
someone is in distress. Your donation honors Gordie’s 
legacy and saves lives.

SAMUEL MARTINEZ
10/03/2000 – 11/12/2019

Washington State University, 
 Alpha Tau Omega hazing

Sam Martinez was a 19-year-old fresh-
man studying business entrepreneurship at 
Washington State University when he was 
hazed to death during a “Big-Little” event at 
Alpha Tau Omega (ATO) fraternity on Nov. 
12, 2019. Sam was adored by his parents, 
Jolayne Houtz and Hector Martinez; his sis-
ter, Ariana; and his wide circle of family and 
friends. 

Sam graduated from Newport High School 
in Bellevue, WA, where he was a standout soc-
cer player and played trombone in the school 
band. He was bilingual in Spanish and English 
and spent summers volunteering with his 
family in a Mexican village, working on com-
munity development projects.

Sam and his fellow pledges were subjected to 
a pervasive pattern of hazing that fall. On the 
night Sam died, the pledges were in the library 
studying when they were told to go to ATO. 
They were taken down to the basement where 
they were told who their “big brother” would 
be. Sam was handed a half-gallon bottle of rum 
by his big brother and told to drink the “family 
drink.” Fraternity members saw Sam strug-
gling over the next several hours, but no one 
called for help. They put him on a couch in the 
chapter house to “sleep it off,” alongside other 

pledges who had passed out. Sam died of alco-
hol overdose with a blood-alcohol level nearly 
five times the legal limit. 

“There is no part of our lives that is not shat-
tered by Sam’s death,” Jolayne says. “Both the 
national ATO organization and Washington 
State University knew this was a deeply trou-
bled chapter, but our family had no way to 
know that. We paid the ultimate price for their 
lack of transparency.”

Sam’s family is currently working with state 
lawmakers on hazing prevention legislation. 
They also plan to launch a foundation ded-
icated to increasing transparency about the 
disciplinary history of Greek organizations 
to ensure parents and new pledges have the 
information they need to make informed 
decisions. 

TIMOTHY PIAZZA
02/25/1997 – 02/04/2017

Pennsylvania State University,  
Beta Theta Pi hazing

Tim Piazza was a 19-year-old sophomore 
at Penn State University when he died on 
February 4, 2017, after being severely hazed 
during a bid night event for Beta Theta Pi fra-
ternity. Tim grew up in Readington Township, 
NJ, as the beloved youngest child of Evelyn 
and Jim Piazza, and brother to Mike.

Tim graduated from Hunterdon Central 
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Empowering 
Students

Ending hazing through compassionate leadership

When Flavia Tomasello and John Tsialas’ 
son, Antonio Tsialas, did not show up to 

meet his mother the Friday morning of Cornell 
University’s Family Weekend in October of 
2019, they knew something was not right. 
Flavia remembers, “Antonio was always on 
time — for him, being on time meant getting 
there 20 minutes early. So when I arrived (a 
few minutes after our planned meeting time 
because I’m not as timely as my son!) and he 
was not there…I didn’t know what, but I knew 
something was wrong.” Antonio never showed 
up that morning, and Flavia and John endured 
a frantic two days that ended in tragedy: the 
body of their oldest child discovered at the base 
of a gorge near campus, with multiple injuries 
and alcohol overdose. While the specific details 
of what happened to Antonio are unknown, 
Antonio had attended a “dirty rush” event at 
Phi Kappa Psi fraternity that involved hazing 
and forced alcohol consumption that Thursday 
night, which led to his death.

 “Hazing was never on my radar for Antonio 
— he was always loved and accepted; he was 
always a leader,” Flavia says. Antonio’s death 
was stunning for his family — he had gone 
to dinner with his mother the night he died. 
He was not a big partier nor had he men-
tioned trying to join a fraternity at Cornell. 
His parents did not even realize hazing was an 
actual issue, thinking instead it was something 

overdramatized in Hollywood movies. Antonio 
received an invitation to the Phi Kappa Psi 
event from a member of the fraternity who was 
also on his soccer team. His family believes he 
likely decided to attend because the personal 
invite made him feel special since none of his 
friends had been invited. The desire to belong 
is a powerful feeling that increases tolerance of 
and vulnerability to hazing.

In addition to his parents, Antonio left behind 
his younger siblings, Athena and Christopher, 
as well as a whole community of family and 
friends. “We miss Antonio every day. We try 
to stay positive, and to see what happened to 
Antonio as his journey in this world — he 
was a light to all of us in his life, and now he 
is shedding light on hazing so that it doesn’t 
happen to anyone else,” Flavia says. Antonio’s 
family formed The Antonio Tsialas Leadership 
Foundation, a non-profit focusing on hazing 
prevention through compassionate leadership, 
to honor a young man whose life, leadership, 
and compassion touched many during his 
short 18 years. “Antonio was really known on 
his soccer teams as a leader — everyone knew 

Left: Antonio Tsialas

 “Hazing was never on my radar for Antonio – 
he was never bullied; he was always a leader.”



Gordie Center  •  2021 Gordie Center  •  2021

22

These campaigns, along with our short 
educational videos, are free tools for students, 
parents, and educators to share. Be sure to 
follow us on social media and YouTube to see 
our latest campaigns!that he would take new teammates under his 

wing, and as the goalie, he saw it as his respon-
sibility to protect everyone,” Flavia explains. 
“Antonio would tell his father how much he 
trusted his soccer teammates. He would always 
tell his teammates, ‘I got your back.’ He carried 
this trust with him to college. John always says 
‘Antonio always had everyone’s back; it’s too 
bad no one had his back that night.’”

The Foundation aims to inform students of 
the risks associated with on-campus social life, 
and empower them with positive and construc-
tive alternatives so the senseless reasons leading 
to Antonio’s death will not happen to anyone 
else. Hazing is preventable, and the Foundation 
wants to combat it from a leadership perspec-
tive — good leaders take care of their groups, 
which eliminates hazing by example. “We want 
students to have all the information they need 
to make choices that are safe and compas-
sionate, and really empower them to become 

compassionate leaders in whatever spaces they 
are living in. A lot of us feel that we don’t have 
power, for a variety of reasons, so we give it 
away instead of embracing it. The victims of 
hazing give their power away because they 
feel like they don’t have a choice,” says Flavia. 
“Whoever you are, you can always be compas-
sionate — you can always choose humanity and 
caring about others. We want to inspire young 
adults to embrace their power, and balance 
new adventures and experiences with safe and 
compassionate choices. Starting a conversation 
with high school students about the dangers of 
hazing practices can help prepare them to make 
good decisions during high pressure situations. 
Empowering our students to actively care for 
one another, rather than be passive bystanders, 
creates a more compassionate culture where 
hazing and cruelty cannot thrive.”

The Gordie Center is partnering with The 
Antonio Tsialas Leadership Foundation to 

educate students and families 
about hazing. Gordie’s step-
father, Michael Lanahan, has 
long considered hazing to be a 
leadership issue, so partnering 
with Antonio’s Foundation 
feels like a natural fit. Michael 
says, “Leadership is important 
in most areas of life. While it 
is an intangible concept, we 
know when it is absent,” as is 
the case in hazing situations. 
Michael continues, “Compassionate leader-
ship is critical when dealing with the lives of 
our youth, especially when they enter college. 
We need to educate our young people with 
appropriate tools to navigate college life. We 

can do better. It is up to all 
of us.” The Gordie Center is 
excited to partner with The 
Antonio Tsialas Leadership 
Foundation as they grow 
their Ambassador program 
for high school juniors and 
seniors. We are developing 
interactive training presenta-
tions on hazing prevention, 
alcohol misuse, and bystander 
intervention to help these 

students learn to prevent hazing through com-
passionate leadership. We believe that we are 
all stronger when we work together to prevent 
hazing, and look forward to honoring Gordie 
and Antonio through our partnership. 
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The Gordie Center makes sure that meeting 
students where they are is at the center of 
all of our efforts…and students are on social 
media! This year, we ramped up our social 
media presence through Instagram campaigns 
created by a UVA graduate student and our 
student social media intern.

On Gordie’s birthday in February, we hosted 
a “Remembering Gordie” campaign that 
featured 4 educational “carousels” about 
hazing. In April, we hosted “National Alcohol 
Overdose Awareness Week” with carousels on 
the PUBS signs of alcohol overdose, when to 
call poison control, medical amnesty, and the 
relationship between alcohol and tolerance. 
We marked International Overdose Awareness 
Day in August with 5 carousels about the 
signs of overdose for different drugs — 
cannabis, hallucinogens, opioids, MDMA, and 
stimulants. 

Getting Social

Images from Gordie Center Instagram campaigns.

Family photo of Christopher, Flavia, Antonio, John, and Athena.
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It’s been almost 10 years, but Kathryn Purves 
still remembers where she was when she 

learned that her friend, Robert Tipton, Jr., had 
died from fraternity hazing. Kathryn and Robert 
were both students at High Point University 
in North Carolina, and she was walking into 
the library that late March morning in 2012. 
“I was with two of my friends, and we passed 
someone giving a campus tour to a family as we 
entered the library. I got a text message from my 
big sister in my sorority that read, ‘omg omg 
omg Robert died.’ I froze. I didn’t understand. 
Once it sunk in, I just collapsed. There was 
shock and a lot of crying over those next few 
days and weeks,” Kathryn remembers. Robert 
was in the process of joining Delta Sigma Phi 
at High Point at the time of his death, and he 
was found at an off-campus apartment rented 
by one of the fraternity members with blunt 
force injuries on his head, neck, and knees, 
including hemorrhages on his left eye. He had 
been severely hazed, not just on the night that 
killed him, but in the weeks leading up to his 
death.

Kathryn and Robert met through a mutual 
friend during her sophomore year at High 
Point, and Kathryn’s first impression of him was 
that he was extremely kind and funny. The first 
time they met, they were studying and hanging 
out at that friend’s place when a wasp flew into 
the room. “At first, we all hid in the bathroom, 

but then Robert said we couldn’t hide there for-
ever, so he went out and tried to force the wasp 
out of the room by throwing things at it…mag-
azines and shoes, trying to force the wasp out 
an open window. It was complete chaos until 
the wasp finally left and we were all laughing 
on the floor for the next 30 minutes,” Kathryn 
says. That same night, even though they had 
just met, Robert invited Kathryn along to a 
concert with his friends. “I couldn’t go, but he 
was just the type of person who wanted to be 
everyone’s friend, and wanted everyone to have 
a good time.” Their friendship grew as Robert 
spent more and more time in the Greek Village 
campus housing where Kathryn lived in her 
sorority house. “I had a Papasan chair in my 
room, and Robert would take the cushion off 
it and sleep on it most nights because he loved 
hanging out at our place. We named it ‘Rob’s 
Dog Bed’ and he loved it!”

Kathryn is now a successful businesswoman 
in Charlotte, NC, whose life continues to 
be impacted by the loss of her friend. “After 
Robert’s death, college became a roller coaster 

Left: Kathryn Purves

Making Every  
Moment Count

Life after losing a friend

 “He was the type of friend who would  
do anything for you, and he always  
made you laugh.”
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for me…I didn’t know who to trust, and I fell 
into a deep depression. I tried to remember that 
he wouldn’t want that for me. I honestly can’t 
believe it’s been almost 10 years… When you 
want someone back in your life and you know 
you can’t have them back, it’s really difficult. I 
think about the fun times I had with Robert, 
and it still cuts me to the core that we can’t have 
those times again. Even now, it takes a lot to 
get out of the funk at times. He was the type of 
friend who would do anything for you, and he 
always made you laugh. Robert was, truly, one 
of the most amazing people I ever met, and to 

know that I will never find another friend like 
him is hard to grasp.”

Kathryn believes that Robert left a legacy of 
love, and that certainly applies to his beloved 
mother and sister, Deborah and Mary. “He 
loved his mother and Mary so much. After 
Robert’s death, I became extremely close with 
his mother and sister and basically gained a sec-
ond family, for which I am beyond thankful. 
I am happy to be there for them whenever I 
can because they mean the world to me.” In 
2019, Deborah established the Robert Eugene 
Tipton, Jr. Hazing Prevention Fund at the 

Gordie Center in memory of her only son. “The 
work that the Gordie Center does is amazing, 
and it has really helped Robert’s mother a lot to 
have an organization be so caring and not just 
a name,” Kathryn says.

Kathryn has thought a lot about what hap-
pened to Robert, and she thinks his story 
is important to share with today’s students 
“because it could literally happen to anyone. 
Robert is the last person I thought would be 
hazed. I was with him the last full night of his 
life, and had no idea what was coming next. 
Everyone needs to be wary of situations and 
say something if it doesn’t seem right. The 
secrecy of fraternities needs to change…they 
find ways to hide hazing — and they do it 
solely for the purpose of power, not loyalty 
to anyone. You can earn respect in ways that 
don’t involve hazing.” At one point during the 
pledge process, Robert sent a text to a friend 
that read, “You don’t think they can kill us?” 

and in the month before his death, he called 
High Point’s emergency center 22 times, 
seeking help for what he was being forced to 
endure. Kathryn appreciates the work of the 
Gordie Center in helping students recognize 
signs of hazing and how to help a friend they 
suspect is being hazed, because, as she says, 
“I wish I had known how to better see warn-
ing signs of someone being hazed and scared. 
I and all of his friends have said that about his 
death. Robert wasn’t himself — looking back 
we can all see that, but at the time, I wish we 
knew how to better recognize it.”

Kathryn thinks of Robert often, and appre-
ciates her memories of her friend. “I try to 
remember every good time I had with him, 
and try to incorporate his positive spirit into 
my own life. I try to make every moment 
count, and make sure everyone enjoys their 
time when I’m with them…just as Robert 
always did for me.” 

Kathryn and Robert enjoying dinner at a restaurant on the water in Grand Cayman Island.

“It could literally happen to anyone. Robert was the last person I thought would be hazed.  
Everyone needs to be wary of situations and say something if it doesn’t seem right.”

Robert Eugene Tipton, Jr. Hazing Prevention Fund 
Deborah Dunklin Tipton established the Robert Eugene Tipton, Jr. Hazing 
Prevention Fund at the Gordie Center in memory of her only son with the 
goal of strengthening the Gordie Center’s hazing prevention efforts. As 
Kathryn mentioned in her profile above, students need education on the signs 
of a friend being hazed, and guidance on how to help. Thanks to donors, the 
Gordie Center created a series of educational videos to address that need.  
Visit gordie.org to view these videos and other tools that empower students 
to end hazing. Robert’s Fund enables the Gordie Center to focus our hazing 
prevention efforts on meeting students where they are with lifesaving 
education. Donate today!

Bystander Intervention for Hazing video still (left) and Hazing Signs: What to Do if You’re Being Hazed video still (right).

ROBERT TIPTON, JR. 
02/10/1990 – 03/26/2012,  
High Point University,  
Delta Sigma Phi hazing
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You make it happen!
The Gordie Center would not exist without our donors. To showcase the incredible loyalty of our 
supporters, we have listed this year’s donors by their total number of giving years since 2010. 
Whether you are new to our list or have given for 10+ years, we value you. Thank you!

10+ YEARS
Anonymous, East Windsor, NJ

Bridget & Robert Barber, Summit, NJ

Bridget Bohacz, Hanover, MD

Mary & George Bowles, Dallas, TX

Bobbie & Charlie Denison, 
Northbrook, IL

Jenifer & Peter Flynn, Dallas, TX

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund,  
Anne & George Garrett Jr., 
Timonium, MD

The Kremer Foundation,  
Bonnie & Peter Kremer,  
Newport Beach, CA

Leslie & Michael Lanahan, Dallas, TX

Mary & Stephen Malkmus,  
Ketchum, ID

7 - 9 YEARS
Anonymous, Jackson, WY

Martha Dippell & Danny Korengold, 
Chevy Chase, MD

Ann & Jeff Gonya, Keswick, VA

Cynthia & Ben Guill, Houston, TX

Pittsburgh Foundation,  
Kitty Hillman, Sun Valley, ID

JTK Foundation, Jayne Keith, 
Palm Beach, FL

Jill & Dan Maurer, West Point, NY

Peter Neville, Washington, DC

Julia & Scott Starkey, 
San Louis Obispo, CA

Hatsy & Scott Vallar,  
Charlottesville, VA

4 – 6 YEARS
Rachel & Jonathan Albert, 

Middlebury, CT

Suzanne Allan, Fort Worth, TX

Alpha Omicron of Chi Psi University 
of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA

Anne & Glyn Bailey, Covington, LA

Nelson Mead Fund,  
Ruthie & Jeff Barker,  
Hobe Sound, FL

Kristen & Sean Blair, Gainesville, VA

Susie Bruce, Charlottesville, VA

Shawn Brydge, Charlottesville, VA

Ellen Campion, Ketchum, ID

Hannah Christian, Denver, CO

Karen Combs, Centreville, VA

Annie Curtin, New York, NY

Charlie Denison, Chicago, IL

Hugh Downe, Lake Worth, FL

Barbara & Mark Dukas, Oakland, CA

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund,  
Sally & Joe Gieck, 
Charlottesville, VA

Vilia Gilles & Jack Gilles, Carmel, CA

LeeLee Gioia, Dallas, TX

Kevin Graney, Atlanta, GA

Ted Growney, New Canaan, CT

Luann Hicks, Dallas, TX

Linda & Vernon Ingram,  
Haymarket, VA

Lesley & David Koeppel,  
New York, NY

Candace & Jim Krause, Dallas, TX

Wally Lanahan, Towson, MD

Laura Martin, Reston, VA

Bambi & Jim Mauro, Washington, DC

Lili & Ambrose Monell,  
Palm Beach, FL

Lilla Oxaal & David Hillman, 
Pittsburgh, PA

Kathy & Steve Parks, Beaufort, SC

Topsy & Roy Pfeil, Norwalk, CT

Larry Sabato, Charlottesville, VA

Miki & Adam Salzberg, Crozet, VA

Nicole Thomas & Dillon Kuhn, 
Charlottesville, VA

Geneva & Chuck Thornton,  
San Marino, CA

Deborah Dunklin Tipton  
Charitable Foundation,  
Deborah Dunklin Tipton, 
Memphis, TN

Deborah Dunklin Tipton 
Charitable Foundation,  
Mary Elisabeth Tipton, Dallas, TX

Robert E. Tipton Jr.  
Charitable Foundation,  
Deborah Dunklin Tipton,  
Memphis, TN

Schwab Charitable Fund,  
Margaret Youngblood & 
Peter Allen, Ross, CA

1 – 3 YEARS
Anonymous, Atlanta, GA

Anonymous, Seaford, DE

Patricia & John Albritton,  
Memphis, TN

Norma & Don Arnwine, Southlake, TX

Patricia & Charles Beech,  
Memphis, TN

Mary Beth & Thomas Bryce, 
Memphis, TN

Sarah & George Cabalu, Arlington, VA

Melanie & Lynch Christian, 
Lynchburg, VA

Mary Clark & Erwin Williams, 
Raleigh, NC

Judy & Jamey Clement, Dallas, TX

Corroon Foundation,  
Mary & Jim Corroon, Sonoma, CA

Kathy & Bob Craine, Dallas, TX

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund, 
Jane Crosby, Columbia, SC

Alexandra Daum & Alex Kleiner,  
New Haven, CT

John Dayton, Dallas, TX

Holly & Tye Deering,  
Charlottesville, VA

Kathy & Todd DeShon,  
Kingsland, TX

Community Foundation of Greater 
Memphis, Leslie & Jeff Drinan, 
Memphis, TN

Elsie, Margaret, & Bryan Dunklin, 
Dallas, TX

Cynthia & Richard Goldrick, 
Bridgeport, CT

Marty Griffin, Virginia Beach, VA

Pat & Howard Hauptman,  
Towson, MD

Sarah Herrlinger, Mountain View, CA

Cynthia & Eric Johnson, Memphis, TN

Margaret & Bruce King, Raleigh, NC

Lily Lanahan & Johnny DePeters, 
Dallas, TX

Pam & Willy MacMullen,  
Watertown, CT

Tina & Dave Maurer, Stafford, VA

McCleary Family Charitable Fund, 
Linda McCleary, Ruxton, MD

Rhonda & Kevin McDonald, 
Greenwich, CT

David Mebane, Atlanta, GA

Lisa & Bo Mitchum, Memphis, TN

Carey & Rick Moore, Memphis, TN

John Mulvihill, Jr., Littleton, CO

Margaret & Peter Neville,  
West Hanover, CT

Marjorie & Jim Paul, Vienna, VA

Becky & Robert Pharr, Memphis, TN

Judy & Jack Powell, Memphis, TN

Elaine & Ray Ramirez,  
Chesapeake, VA

Debra & David Reed,  
Charlottesville, VA 

Tracey & Pete Sanders, Memphis, TN

Wilma & Marc Sharp,  
Williamsburg, VA

Alysia & Timothy Snell, Seaford, VA

Molly Stewart, Gilbert, AZ

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund,  
Silvija Strikis & Miguel Browne, 
McLean, VA

Margaret & Owen Tabor,  
Memphis, TN

Julie & Michael Wharton, 
Memphis, TN

Germaine & Harold Wilson,  
Norfolk, VA

FIRST-TIME DONORS
Anonymous, Dover, MA

Anonymous, Charlottesville, VA

Anonymous, Richmond, VA

Anonymous, Solon, OH

Anonymous, New York, NY

Connie & Lou Adams, Memphis, TN

Gretchen & Joe Bailey, Mineral, VA

Susan & Scott Bateman, Norfolk, VA

Jewish Foundation of Memphis, 
Rachel Belz, Memphis, TN

Jewish Foundation of Memphis, 
Rebecca Belz, Memphis, TN

Margaret & Boots Boyd, 
Germantown, TN

Anisa & Gregory Branigan, 
Chesapeake, VA

Meena Briones, Bryn Mawr, PA

Keith Brown, Memphis, TN

Lucy Buchanan & Sam Garrett,  
Dallas, TX

Colleen Burns & David Parish,  
Buffalo, NY

Lynch Christian IV, Martinsburg, WV

Marijoy & Daniel Cordero,  
Arlington, VA

Nancy & Tim Cowan, Memphis, TN

Lucia & Hal Crenshaw, Memphis, TN

Bridget & Brian Curran, Arlington, VA

Lee & Ephraim Danforth,  
Richmond, TX

Susan & Jerry Davis, Germantown, TN

John Deane, Glenbrook, NV

Diane & Andrew DeNardo,  
Westfield, IN

Ethel Dunklin & Elise Eiken,  
Pine Bluff, AR

Katie & Sherman Durfee,  
Katonah, NY

Elevate Meal Plan, Norfolk, VA

Karol & Kevin Eller, Sterling, VA

Favor & Company, Aurora, CO

Mary Call & Mott Ford, Memphis, TN

Kyle & William Furr, Norfolk, VA



Education
You care about the students in your
life. Your gift to the Gordie Center

ensures they have access to 
quality, lifesaving education. 

Innovation
You recognize the need to evolve.

Your support helps the Gordie
Center create tools to meet students

where they are.

You Empower Students
You know that hazing and alcohol overdose deaths are entirely
preventable. You empower students to step up, speak out, and

call for help when you give to the Gordie Center.

Expertise
You invest in the work of

the Gordie Center because you
understand the worth of our mission,

and you value our expertise.

Rememberance
You remember. Your gift honors Gordie

Bailey and the families of all students lost
to hazing and alcohol overdose, and allows

the Gordie Center to share their stories.

HOW YOUR DONATION
SAVES LIVES

The Gordie Center relies on donors like you to
continue our lifesaving work. Thank you!

Visit gordie.org/donate to make your gift!

Donor Spotlight
Ted Growney, a Deerfield 
Academy and UVA grad, 
has been a loyal supporter 
of the Gordie Center 
(along with his parents, 
Page and Jeff ) since 2017.
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“I support the work 
of the Gordie Center 
because I can see 
the overwhelmingly 
positive impact it has 
by educating members 
of the community both 
at UVA and elsewhere. 
By making people more 
informed and increasing 
accountability, we will 
be able to prevent future 
tragedies like Gordie’s 
and honor his name. I 
have felt a commitment 
to the Gordie Center 
since I heard his story 
at Deerfield Academy 
and look forward to 
supporting this cause for 
years to come.” 

—Ted Growney

Gordie Center • 2021

Mr. & Mrs. Trowbridge Gillespie, 
Memphis, TN

Glenn Family Foundation,  
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Glenn, Eads, TN

Summer & Cecil Godman,  
Memphis, TN 

Antoinette & John Good,  
Memphis, TN

Nina & Atanas Goranova, Darien, CT

Joseph Havens, Chesapeake, VA

Tess Hawes, Columbia, MD

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund,  
Joan & Mike Heflin, Memphis, TN

Christine & William Hooke, 
Springfield, VA

Brigette James, Dallas, TX

Elizabeth Jeffett, Dallas, TX

Mary & Michael Keenan,  
Arlington, VA

Anne & Tommy Keesee, Memphis, TN

Penny & Jim Keras, Memphis, TN

Claire Koeppel, New York, NY

Natalie Landis, Fairfield, CT

Mark Lowe, Irvine, CA

Suzanne & Neely Mallory,  
Memphis, TN

Julia & Stephen Maroda,  
Memphis, TN

Sherri & Kendall, McCarter,  
Jackson, TN

Amy & Dan Meadows, Cordova, TN

Donna & Charlie Merkel,  
Clarksdale, MS

Schwab Charitable Fund,  
Kingsley Moore & Garland 
Mooney, Palm City, FL

Community Foundation of  
Greater Memphis,  
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Morgan, 
Memphis, TN

Jennie & Rives Neblett, Shelby, MS

Allison & David Niles, New York, NY

Dabney & Tommy Pelton,  
Pine Bluff, AR

Kathleen & John Pender,  
Memphis, TN

Rebecca & Luis Perez, Vienna, VA

Schwab Charitable Fund,  
Kathy & Harry Phillips, Houston, TX

Elizabeth & Thomas Roesch, 
Charlottesville, VA

Elizabeth & Don Scott, Memphis, TN

Charles Shaffer, Columbia, MD

Community Foundation of  
Greater Memphis, Nancy Smith, 
Memphis, TN

Richard Spalding, Cary, NC

Bill Spotswood, Springfield, VA

St. Anne’s Belfield School, 
Charlottesville, VA

Laura & Hayden Starkey,  
Bainbridge Island, WA

Katherine & Buddy Stimson, 
Germantown, TN

Mandy Strawn, Harker Heights, TX

The Taco Belles, Houston, TX

Flavia Tomasello & John Tsialas,  
Coral Gables, FL

Rachel Vera, Virginia Beach, VA

Leigh & Bradford Waters, Suffolk, VA

Susan & George Wortham,  
Memphis, TN

The Gordie Center is also 
home to APPLE Athletics. To 
learn about our athletics-
specific resources and our 
NCAA partnership to prevent 
substance misuse and hazing 
among student-athletes and 
athletic departments, visit 
appleathletics.org.



Gordie Bailey with his mom, Leslie Lanahan.

STAY CONNECTED
The Gordie Center  
PO Box 800139 
Charlottesville, VA 22908-0139

T: 434-982-0703

E-MAIL: GordieCenter@virginia.edu

GIVE: gordie.org/donate

FOLLOW US

@GordieCenter

thegordiecenter

Gordie Center

GordieCenter

Gordie Center


